
As the resources and environment here on Earth are being overused, abused and threatened, the resulting effects on wildlife are sometimes enormous, even pushing some species to the point of extinction.  You will choose one species (plant or animal) that you would like to research and will present the issues surrounding the struggle for existence that your species has undergone in recent years.  Your species may be classified as either “threatened” or “endangered.”  If the species that you would like to present is no longer on either list, but had been at one time, that’s okay too!

You and a partner will have the opportunity to present this information to the class through a powerful media tool called Microsoft PowerPoint.  This computer program is used as a presentation tool in schools, homes, businesses and on the Internet to help pass on information in a way that tends to hold people’s attention better than the usual verbal elaboration in a certain subject area.

The assignment, which will be divided into 4 components, will be worth a total of 120 points.  This is easily the largest valued assignment of the entire semester.  Here are the 4 major areas that will determine your grade:

1) The PowerPoint Presentation (your creation using the program)…
80 pts.

2) A follow-along note sheet (for other students to fill in while 

you present your project)……………………………………………………………..…………
20 pts.

3) Presentation to the class (how well you present your species)……
10 pts.

4) 5 questions submitted for the final exam about your species………
10 pts.
TOTAL POSSIBLE POINTS…………………………………………………………………………………
120 pts.
EXTRA CREDIT OPPORTUNITIES:

· PICK AN ANIMAL FROM WISCONSIN (TODAY OR IN THE PAST)
5 pts.

· PRESENT ON THE FIRST DAY AVAILABLE



10 pts.
Here is a list of SOME possible species for your project.  Only 1 group may claim a given species.  Choices can be made 1st come, 1st serve.  Tell Mr. Gain as soon as you’ve chosen a species or somebody else might claim it before you!

California Condor

Cougar



Manatee


Bald Eagle

Grizzly Bear


Timber Rattlesnake

Leatherback Turtle

Gorilla

Black Rhinoceros

Paddlefish


Tiger (certain species)

Grey Seal

Leopard (certain species)
Monkey (certain species)
Hawksbill Turtle

Wolverine

Whale (certain species)
Harbour Porpoise

Pine Marten


Timber Wolf

Canada Lynx


Snowy Egret


Peregrine Falcon 

Longear Sunfish

Trumpeter Swan

Barn Owl 


Frogs (certain species)

Wood Turtle


Elephant (certain species)
Massasauga Rattlesnake
Paddlefish


Giant Panda

(This is just a small list that represents SOME of the many species that you may choose for your project.  It is important to understand that status classifications that you will have to determine (endangered, threatened, etc.) may be listed statewide, nationwide, or worldwide, depending on which species you want to study.


PowerPoint Presentation Parameters – REQUIRED & OPTIONAL components
· You must use PowerPoint to do your presentation.  

· A minimum of 10 slides must be used – more is okay!

· At least 5 pictures (clipart or photos) are required and should be inserted throughout the presentation (don’t put 5 pictures on one slide and have the rest of your project be all text!)

· At least 5 of the slides need to have some sort of animation (“special effects”)
· A map with the range of population & distribution is required.  If you can’t find a map that has the range shown on it, then a map of the general area with a written explanation of the range submitted with it is OK.

· A group or organization that helps support the preservation of your species is required.  General wildlife organizations are okay, but any that are specific to your species are preferred.  A web-site, address, or phone number associated with the organization that you find should be included in your presentation.

· ORGANIZATION: Does the presentation flow in a logical order that is easy to follow, or does it skip around through bits of information in random order?

· CREATIVITY: Was creativity shown in the project, or was it not as attention grabbing as it could’ve been?

· INFORMATION: Was all relevant information provided, or would there be numerous unanswered questions following the presentation?  Here is a list of some information that you may consider relevant depending on your species’ scenario:

· Description of your species…

· Body size and structure

· Body systems

· Hunting or feeding habits / strategies

· Reproductive behavior

· Raising young

· Seasonal behavioral changes

· Preferred habitat

· Estimates of current numbers and where they are found

· Reasons for the population decline

· Timeframe of decline; when it went on the list & what list it’s found on (federal, state, other country…)

· Current laws & safeguards to maintain & improve population

· Future outlook / goals for species; what will change the status

· Groups you can use to get involved in preservation of the species

· How can you as a young adult help make an impact on the species?

· Explain the overall importance of biodiversity as it applies to ecology and the future of life on the planet

· FOLLOW-ALONG NOTE SHEET: Did the note sheet that you provided for Mr. Gain to copy and distribute to the class act as a useful tool with “teaching” the class?  Did it flow well with your presentation?  Did students have to stop you constantly to ask questions or was it self-guiding?  Was it too specific, too general, or just right?  Remember that students will be able to use this note sheet while taking the endangered and threatened species portion of the final exam, so do a good job on it!
· 5 QUESTIONS: Do the questions ask relevant information about your species?  Are they too specific or too general?  We don’t want questions that are too obscure and difficult, but remember also that we’re not making them for a 1st grade test either!  Here is a sample format for your questions, which should be multiple choice, with 4 possible answers:
· Which of the following is the only endangered species of snake in Wisconsin that is venomous?

a. Butler’s garter snake

b. Massasauga Rattlesnake

c. King Cobra

d. Corn snake

· Make sure that you and your partner practice your presentation.  Both of you need to present equally.  Just reading the text on your project does not count as top quality presenting!  The presentation doesn’t need to be long; just enough time to go through your project, elaborate a bit, and have the students fill in their notesheets!  FYI: If we don’t get to your group next week, you will automatically receive all possible points for the presentation.  1st groups to pick their animal will need to present first.  Last groups to pick will present last.
· EXTRA CREDIT! – Mr. Gain will give you details!
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