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Environmental issues surround us on a daily basis.  Sometimes, even those issues closest to home still seem to be the least understood.  This summer you may hear a news excerpt, see something in a newspaper or magazine, or strike up a conversation with someone that entails one of these issues.  You will benefit greatly from the knowledge that you gain from this experience.  Knowledge is power!

You and a partner will have the opportunity to present this information to the class through a powerful media tool called Microsoft PowerPoint.  This computer program is used as a presentation tool in schools, homes, and businesses and on the Internet to help pass on information in a way that tends to hold people’s attention better than the usual verbal elaboration in a certain subject area.

The assignment, which will be divided into 4 components, will be worth a total of 120 points.  This is easily the largest valued assignment of the entire semester.  Here are the 4 major areas that will determine your grade:

1) The PowerPoint Presentation (your creation using the program)…
80 pts.

2) A summary note sheet (for other students to browse while 

you present your project)……………………………………………………………..…………
20 pts.

3) Presentation to the class (how well you present your issue)……
10 pts.

4) 5 questions submitted for the final exam about your issue………
10 pts.
TOTAL POSSIBLE POINTS…………………………………………………………………………………
120 pts.


Here is a list of SOME possible subject areas for your project.  Only 1 group in each class may claim a given scenario.

Invasive / Exotic Species

· Zebra Mussels

· Asian Lady Beetle

· Gypsy Moth

· Sea Lamprey

· Spiny Water Flea & Rusty Crayfish

· Eurasian Water Milfoil, Curly-Leaf Pondweed, & Flowering Rush

· Alewife & Rainbow Smelt

· Asian Carp- Silver, Grass, Bighead, Common..
· Ruffe

· Garlic Mustard & Spotted Knapweed

· Buckthorns & Honeysuckles

· Purple Loosestrife

· Multiflora Rosa

Animals of Wisconsin

· Snakes

· Amphibians

· Fish

Birds - Backyard birds

American Robin

House Sparrow

Blue Jay

Northern Cardinal

House finch

Birds - Web-footed water dwellers

Common Loon

Canada goose

Mallard

Wood duck

Birds - Black-colored birds

Red-winged blackbird

American crow

Common Raven

Common Grackle

European Starling

Birds - Owls and doves

Great-Horned Owl

Barred owl

Mourning dove

Birds - Open fields

Ruffed grouse

Ring-necked pheasant

Bobolink

Birds - Talon birds

Bald eagle

Red-Tailed hawk

Osprey

Birds - Name-Sayers

Black-capped chickadee

Whip-poor-will

Killdeer

Birds - Lanky birds

Sandhill crane

Great Blue Heron

Animal Recovery Efforts

· Trumpeter Swan (vs. Invasive Mute Swan)

· Yellow Perch- Lake Michigan
· Eastern Bluebird

· Elk in Wis

· Timberwolves

· Whooping cranes

· Wild Turkeys in Wis

Health Related Issues

· Chronic Wasting Disease Update

· Ticks & Lyme Disease

· Mercury in the Environment

· Ozone & Action Days

· WE Energies Power Plant Expansion

· Fish Consumption Advisories- Mercury / PCB’s

Other Environmental Issues

· Mourning Dove Hunt
· Feral cat issues

· Metallic Mining in Wis.

· Arsenic & Pressure-Treated Lumber

· Milwaukee area construction projects and the Butler’s Garter Snake
Living Green in your Daily Life

· Green Consumerism (shopping!)
· Green Cleaning

· Green Gardening

· Composting

· Rain Barrels

(This is just a list that represents SOME of the many points of interest that you may choose for your project.)

Checklist:
PowerPoint Presentation Required Parameters
· You must use PowerPoint to do your presentation and Microsoft Word to do accompanying sheets.  Save them and email Mr. Gain copies as attachments.  
· A minimum of 8 slides must be used – more is okay!

THE TITLE PAGE MUST BE FIRST AND COUNTS AS 1 OF THE 8 REQUIRED

A “SUMMARY” PAGE MUST BE LAST AND CONTAIN A BRIEF OUTLINE OF THE MATERIAL THAT YOU COVERED.  IF YOU NEED MORE THAN ONE SUMMARY PAGE, THAT’S OKAY.  BE SURE TO USE A MINIMUM 18 POINT FONT FOR SUMMARY POINTS. 
· At least 5 pictures (clipart or photos) are required and should be inserted throughout the presentation (don’t put 5 pictures on one slide and have the rest of your project be all text!)

· At least 5 of the slides need to have some sort of animation (“special effects”)
· A map with notable geographic locations is required.  If you can’t find a map that has the specific areas shown on it, then a map of the general area with a written explanation submitted with it is OK.

· A group or organization that helps support your issue or that can give someone a more in-depth look at your issue is required.  General organizations are okay, but any that are specific to your situation are preferred.  A web site, address, or phone number associated with the organization that you find should be included in your presentation.

· ORGANIZATION: Does the presentation flow in a logical order that is easy to follow, or does it skip around through bits of information in random order?

· CREATIVITY: Was creativity shown in the project, or was it not as attention grabbing as it could’ve been?

· INFORMATION: Was all relevant information provided, or would there be numerous unanswered questions following the presentation?  Brainstorm some important points or list some ideas of information to cover from the sample presentation that was given to you:
· SUMMARY SHEET (See Mr. Gain’s example): Did the note sheet that you provided for Mr. Gain AND the class act as a useful tool with “teaching” the class?  Did it flow well with your presentation?  Was it too specific, too general, or just right?  Remember that students will be able to use this summary sheet while taking the environmental issues portion of the final exam, so do a good job on it!
· 5 QUESTIONS FOR THE FINAL EXAM (See Mr. Gain’s example): Do the questions ask relevant information about your subject?  Are the answers accessible from your summary page?  Are they too specific or too general?  We don’t want questions that are too obscure and difficult, but remember also that we’re not making them for a 1st grade test either!  Here is a sample format for your questions, which should be multiple choice, with 4 possible answers:
· Which of the following is the only endangered species of snake in Wisconsin that is venomous?

a. Butler’s garter snake

b. Massasauga Rattlesnake

c. King Cobra

d. Corn snake

· Make sure that you and your partner practice your presentation.  Both of you need to present equally.  Just reading the text on your project does not count as top quality presenting!  The presentation doesn’t need to be long; just enough time to go through your project, elaborate a bit, and enlighten the class!
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